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vey, "race" always implies a solidarity of inheritance within
the group so designated $ it always implies that the comple-
ment of hereditary traits is substantially the same for all
the individuals comprised in the group. "Race" is a bio-
logical concept, and wherever it is applied it signifies com-
mon descent of the group from an ancestry possessed of a
given specific type and transmitting the traits that mark this
type, intact to all members of the group so designated. The
other terms, that are currently used as interchangeable with
"race," as, e.g., "nation" or "people," do not necessarily
imply such a biological solidarity of the group to which they
are applied; although the notion of a common descent is
doubtless frequently present in a loose way in the mind of
those who so vise them.
In this colloquial use of terms, when the distinction be-
tween these several peoples or alleged races is not allowed
to rest quite uncritically on a demarkation of national fron-
tiers, the distinguishing mark to which recourse is usually
had is the community of language. So it comes about that
habituation to a given type of speech has come to do duty
as a conventional mark of racial derivation. A certain (vir-
tual) uniformity of habit is taken to mean a uniformity of
hereditary endowment. And many historians and publicists
who discuss these matters have been led into far-reaching
generalisations touching hereditary characteristics of tem-
perament, intelligence and physique, in cases where there is
in fact ground for nothing more substantial than a discrim-
inating comparison between divergent schemes of use and
wont. Such differences of use and wont as mark off one
people from another may be a sufficiently consequential